RAI ATEA

The Religious and Cultural Center

When t he Pol ynesi an expl orers discovered the island we know today as Rai atea, they
naned it Havai after their |egendary ancestral honme. Second only to Tahiti in size,
Rai atea today is the adm nistrative and trading center of the |eeward islands. The
main town of Uuroa is a sleepy little waterfront town rem ni scent of Papeete from
years past. Wth the large protected | agoon around Rai atea and her delightful sister
I sl and of Tahaa, the area has naturally become one of our top |locations for sailing,
deep sea fishing and scuba diving.

TAHAA

The Vanilla Island

The Vahine |sland Resort

Sharing a conmon | agoon with Rai atea and accessi ble only by boat, Tahaa produces
about 80% of all vanilla in French Polynesia. Tahaa is the only island in the Society
I sl ands that can be conpletely circled by boat inside the protected |agoon.

Wth its many deep bays and small deserted notus on the reef, Tahaa is an ideal
Island to escape the 20th century. Here you can explore the reef and di scover the
beauty of its nulticolored | agoon, enjoy a picnic on a deserted notu or go hiking in
the nmountains and through the vanilla plantations and |learn the nystery of these
"orchids". Wth only a handful of guest houses and two small hotels, Tahaa is slowy
awakening to tourismand yet it still maintains an authentic flavor of Pol ynesi a.
The intimate Vahine Island Resort on a small islet in the | agoon was voted best
“tropi cal hiddeway" by Conde nast Traveller.

Rai atea: On this spectacular, nountainous island, visitors can find an abundance of
activities. Perhaps you will venture up the Faaroa, the only navigable river in
French Pol ynesia. Maybe you wll clinb the slopes of sacred Munt Tenehani, where you
can glinpse the rare tiare apetahi, a flower found nowhere else on earth. You may
choose to visit Munt Tenehani which, according to |l egend, is the faned birthpl ace of
Oro, one of the principal gods of Polynesia. You can also visit the haunting site of
t he Marae Taput apuatea, the best preserved and nost sacred tenple site of
prem ssi onary Pol ynesi a.

Tahaa: Several notu islets inside the coral reef provide ideal picnic destinations,
with white sand beaches and beautiful coral gardens providing good snorkeling. A jeep
drive across the island offers splendid views and | ocal tour guides will take you on
hi kes al ong the islands many wal ki ng paths. There is a beautiful walk fromthe head
of Baie Haanena to the head of Baie Hurepiti over M. Taira, which divides the

I sl and.

The tour guides of Raiatea and Tahaa are al ways | ooking for a few good nmen and wonen
to escort around the islands. They have plenty to show you: sparkling |agoons
bursting with aquatic life, historic sites, old-world plantations overflowng wth
fragrant crops of pineapple, vanilla and papaya, and unparalleled vistas. Let our
know edgabl e and friendly gui des hel p make your visit nenorable and exciting.

Drive Tours

Wth not one, but two, islands to explore, Raiatea/Tahaa is a rover's wonderl and.
Inland drive tours are the ideal way to savor our idyllic isles, allowng you to see
the sights froman air-conditioned 4x4 vehicle. Drive tours of Rai atea/ Tahaa revea
the islands' |ush green valleys, pineapple and vanilla plantations, archeol ogica
relics, nountains and vegetation. You'll drive past bays, waterfalls, luxury resorts
and pearl farns, and cruise along the the island' s sun-dappled valleys. They don't
call these drive tours "safaris" for nothing!

Lagoon Tours

Seafaring visitors can take advantage of the nmany | agoon excursions offered in

Rai at ea/ Tahaa.

Choose from guided tours of the magnificent Faaroa River or gorgeous Tahaa |sland.
There's even a "notu" excursion available, featuring a cruise to a small pal mshaded
Islet just inside a barrier reef. Half-day or full-day tours | agoon tours are
avai l able, and visitors can choose from catanmarans or outrigger canoes.

WAl ki ng Tours

The verdant countryside of Raiatea and Tahaa were nmade to roam so what are you
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waiting for?

Put on your hiking boots and join one of the islands' nmany wal ki ng tours. Excursions
I ncl ude hi kes up Mount Tapioi for panoram c views, guided tours to Mount Tenehani and
treks to the

Tenmehani Plateau in search of the rare Tiare Apetahi, a 5-petalled flower that

bl ossons at dawn

The | ocals in Raiateal/ Tahaa don't take their natural surroundings for granted. These
I sl ands are neant to be explored up-close and personal, so rent a bike, or roamthe

I sl ands' serpentine trails.

Bi ki ng

Rent a bi ke and access the sideroads and byways of

Rai at ea/ Tahaa. Traffic on the islands is relatively light, creating a perfect
environnment for cyclists.

Hi ki ng

When in Rai atea and Tahaa, do as the natives do: wal k. As evidenced by the good
nunber of well-maintained trails here, walking is the basic formof transportation on
t hese i sl ands.

Rai at ea and Tahaa are a hiker's utopia full of peaks, plateaus, |agoons and unpaved

r oads.

Expl ore M. Tenehani, the Haanene and Hurepiti Bays, or stroll the rustic comunities
of Patio and Hi pu.

Hor seback Ri di ng

What could be nore romantic than a horseback tour through the wlds of Raiateal/ Tahaa?
Ri de stately Marquesan horses through the nountainous tracks. Breathe in the
fragrant, fruit-scented air as you gallop along the nunerous rivers. Riding

Rai at ea/ Tahaa by horseback is guaranteed to be a captivating experience.

Beaches

Though Rai atea is bereft of beaches on the main island, a nunber of superb beaches
dot the outlying reefs. Rent a boat and sail to white-sand paradises |ike Mtu Nao
Nao, Opeha Point, Mtu TauTau and Mdtu Tehut u.

Deep Sea Fi shing

Personal i zed deep sea fishing cruises allow visitors the opportunity to catch exotic
speci nens fromthe waters of Rai atea/ Tahaa. Hal f-day outings are avail able, and

full -day excursions often include picnic and drinks.

Fi shi ng

Thanks to the area's relatively | ow popul ation, the waters around Rai atea and Tahaa
are never depleted of fish. Fishing enthusiasts can take advantage of this fortuitous
situation by chartering a fishing boat for a half- or full-day. Cast your |ine and
catch jackfish, mahimahi, marlin, sailfish and tuna.

Sai | boat

Sonme | ocals swear that the best way to see Raiatea and Tahaa is by sailboat. In fact,
Rai atea i s the Pol ynesi an base for nore than half a dozen yacht charter conpanies.
Crui se around

Rai at ea/ Tahaa, or set an open course for neighboring isles such as Bora Bora or

Huahi ne.

Scuba Di ving

Take a dive into the deep blue waters of Rai atea/ Tahaa and marvel at the islands'
undersea wecks, fish and plant life. The islands have a plethora of interesting dive
sites, including Avera Pass, Coral Garden and Coral Caves. Lagoon dive sites are
nunerous here, and many are within a 10- to 20-m nute range by boat from port.
Snor kel i ng

Hone to a wide variety of reef fish and plant life, the area offers excellent
snorkeling. Since fish-feeding is practiced, the |agoon attracts schools of eels,
perches, triggerfish, red snappers, silver jacks, tunas and red runners, not to
mention an assortnment of sharks.

Ni ghti ne on Rai atea and Tahaa

iIs a spirited mx of dancing frolic and romance.

At the Zenith, clubgoers shinmy to the rhythns of disco nusic. Asimlarly rollicking
scene can be enjoyed Friday and Saturday nights at Quai des Pecheurs. During the week
the club nakes the ideal place for an early evening cocktail. Meanwhile, at the
conparitively subdued C ubhouse, patrons sip tropical drinks and watch the sail boats
come in. The quaint Chez Marie France offers a daily happy hour.
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| SLAND TOURS

MANAVA EXCURSI ONS

M. & Ms. Andrew and Rosel yne BROTHERSON

P. O BOX 559 Uturoa - RAIATEA

Tel . (689) 66. 28. 26

Fax. (689) 66. 16. 66

Hal f - day excursion (departure at 9:00am return at 1:00pn). Go upstreamthe Faaroa
river wwth its luxurious valley, visit with a guide the archeol ogical site of "marae"
Taput apuat ea, known t hroughout the world as being the historical point of Polynesian
mgration to Easter Island or to New Zeal and,

Ful | -day excursion (departure at9:00am return at 4:30pm. Island tour of Tahaa by
outrigger notor canoe, picnic, swimand sun bath on an islet "notu". D scover the
splendid coral reefs and their aquatic fauna, visit a fish park and a vanilla

pl antation. Wal k along the coral reef, search the porcelain shells, swmwhile
snorkeling. Hi ke toTapioi Munt (2 hours wal k), a panoram c view point fromwhere you
can overl ook the Leeward Islands together with Rai atea Lagoon.

HAI NANUI  TOURS

Vai piti Bay

M. Philippe PACAAFAI T

P. O BOX 155 Haanene - TAHAA

Tel . (689) 65. 61. 90

Maxi mum 9 people. Departure by mni-bus, at arrival and departure of shuttle boats at
7:30am or fromMarina Iti hotel at 9:00am Return at Marina Iti hotel at 4:45pm

I sland crossing, visit a vanilla plantation, a cultured pearl farm and a turtle
park. Explanatory |egend of Polynesian God of war Hro. Stop on the peaks of Haanene.
Qut st andi ng view of Hurepiti and Haanene bays.

ALMOST PARADI SE TOURS

M. Bill KOLANS

P.O BOX 290 Uturoa - RAIATEA

Tel . (689) 66. 23. 64

Quided circle island tour. English speaking only.

Stop at the narae Taputapuatea and at the various points of interest (3 hour

excur sion).

MOUNTAI N SAFARI 4X4 EXCURSI ONS

RAI ATEA SAFARI TOURS

M. Patrice PH LIP

P.O BOX 272 Uturoa - RAIATEA

Tel . (689) 66. 37. 10

Fax. (689) 66. 26. 25

Tahaa circle island tour by outrigger notor canoe. Picnic and snorkeling in the coral
gardens (7 hours excursion);

Faaroa river excursion by outrigger notor canoe with snorkeling around a "nmotu" (3
hours excursi on);

Snorkeling wth denonstration of nulticolored fish feeding, including napol eons, and
gray shark feedi ng upon request (2 hours excursion); "Mtu" transfers and stop for a
SW m

JEEP SAFARI RAI ATEA

M. & Ms. Petero and Mrella MOU KAM TSE

P.O BOX 51 Uturoa - RAIATEA

Tel . (689) 66. 15. 73

Fax. (689) 66. 19. 79

Maxi mum 8 people. Daily departure at 9:00am and 2: 00pm return at 1:00pm and 6: 00pm
A botanical ballad inside a confortable Land Rover 4x4. |sland crossing throughout
nmount ai n val | eys, panoram c view of bays and | agoon. CGuided visit’s of vanilla

pl antations, detailed explanation on the flora and traditional culture. Stop at

“mar ae" Taputapuatea and at a pearl farm enjoy exotic fruit tasting.

VANI LLA TOURS

M. & Ms. Alain and Christina PLANTI ER

P. O BOX 124 Haanene - TAHAA

Tel . (689) 65. 62. 46. Fax. (689) 65. 68. 97
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Mount ain safari 4x4 within the greenest and wildest of all Leeward islands. This
circuit (4 * hour excursion) includes the visit of our tropical fruit garden and
vanilla plantation, explanation of orchid growing. Muntain island crossing with a
return by the west coast. Frequent stops all along the circuit to admre the scenery
and to discover trees, their origin, their traditional use. Wen the summt is
crossed, we will have a majestic view of various bays and of |agoon while tasting
fresh fruits to approach today’s Polynesian |ife.

RAI ATEA 4 X 4

M. Gérard DUVOS

P. 0. BOX 705 Uturoa - RAI ATEA

Tel ./ Fax. (689) 66. 24.16

Departure at 8:00am and 1:30pm Return at 12:30pm and 5: 30pm

An unforgettable nountain safari excursion inside a confortable 4X4 car, wal ki ng and
swi nm ng while discovering the local flora in island deep valleys and rivers.

RAI ATEA SAFARI TOURS

M. Patrice PH LIP

P. 0. BOX 272 Uturoa - RAlI ATEA

Tel. (689) 66. 37.10

Fax. (689) 66. 26. 25

Safari tour in Raiatea secrete island. Di scover the tropical flora wth its vanilla,
and pi neappl e plantations (4 hours excursion).

VALKI NG TOURS

LOLI TA TOURS

Ms. Tearere Ariitu-Mrou

PO. Box 184 Haamene - TAHAA

Tel. (689) 65. 61. 06 Fax. (689) 65. 65. 65

Dai |y pedestrian excursion from Haanene quay. D scover Tahaa fauna and flora, visit a
vanilla plantation, nother-of-pearls famlial farnms, dried coprah platforns, stop at
Hi bi scus foundati on.

DI VING I N RAI ATEA

PACI FI C DI VE CENTER

Based in Apooiti Marina

M. & Ms. Philippe and Kristel MALLOR
P. O BOX 713 Uuroa - RAIATEA
Tel . (689) 66. 15. 89

Fax. (689) 66. 15. 90

HEM SPHERE SUB PLONCEE

Based in Apooiti

M. Hubert CLOT

P.O BOX 985 Uturoa - RAIATEA
Tel (689) 66. 14. 19

Fax (689) 66. 33. 08

RAI ATEA PLONGEE

Based in Tepua Bay

M. Patrice PH LIP

P.O BOX 272 Uturoa - RAIATEA
Tel . (689) 66. 37.10

Fax. (689) 66. 26. 25

HORSE BACK RI DI NG

KACHA NUI EQUESTRI AN TOURI SM CENTER

PK 6, Avera

M. & Ms. Patrick and Syl vianne MARI NTHE

P. 0. BOX 568 Uturoa - RAlI ATEA

Tel ./ Fax. (689) 66. 25. 46

Kahoa Nui Ranch marqui si an horses take you to nountainous tracks broken into nunerous
rivers towards the inner sacred island. Spectacular views of the nountains, the

| agoons and the lush tropical vegetation. Patrick, your guide, wll make you

appreci ate the hidden charns of Raiatea by revealing to you the secrets of tropical
flora and fauna. On your way back from horse riding, Kahoa Nui Ranch refreshnent bar
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wel cones you for relaxing nonent and a beautiful view of Munt Tenehani.

TAXI S, PERSONAL & PUBLI C TRANSPORTATI ON, CAR RENTALS, ETC.

Visitors to Rai ateal/ Tahaa can can choose from an assortnment of travel options. The

I slands offer plenty of safe, efficient public transportation, as well as various
forns of private transport. Enjoy our tropical surroundings by aircraft, boat, car,
jeep, notor scooter or bike. No matter what your schedule, the pilots, drivers and
ski ppers of Raiatea and Tahaa are at your service.

Aircraft & Helicopter

Rai atea is served by Air Tahiti /Air Morea, which offers regularly schedul ed service
to the surrounding islands of Bora Bora, Huahine, Morea, and Rangiroa (from Bora
Bora) .

As there is no airport on Tahaa, it is necessary to fly to Raiatea, where shuttle
boats will provide water taxi service fromthe Uturoa dock in Raiatea to various
districts in Tahaa.

Transporation fromthe airport to the island's hotels and private residences are
provi ded by m ni -buses, at a charge.

Le Truck & M ni bus

Le Truck, the public transit systemof Tahiti and Her Islands, charges a nom nal fee
to transport passengers to their Raiatea destinations. Buses travel regularly from
Uturoa to Fetuna on the far end of the island at 9 .a.m daily. This two-hour tripis
well worth taking for the scenery and |ocal color (the bus turns around at 12:30 p. m
for the return leg, arriving back at Uuroa at 2:30 p.m).

In the Rai atea/ Tahaa area, the Le Truck buses are col or-coded, depending on
destinations. For exanple, Vaiaau is red while the Fetuna bus is turquoise.

Taxi

Taxis are easily accessible in Raiatea and Tahaa. Pl ease consult your hotel for
detail s.

Mot or boat

Skim al ong the gl eam ng coasts of Raiatea and Tahaa in your own rented notorboat.
Rai at ea

Location rents 12 ft. fiberglas boats with 6 or 15 horsepower engi nes. Vessels are
rented on a hal f-day or full-day basis.

Personal i zed Transportation (Car, Jeep, Bike & Scooter Rentals)

Rent a car or cycle, and plan your own conprehensive tour of Raiatea and Tahaa. The
i sl ands are served by a nunber of rental car agencies including Europcar, Pacificar,
Garage Mdtu Tapu,

Location Guirouard and Tahiti Voyage. In addition to auto rentals, Europcar rents

j eeps and notor scooters.

Bi kes can be rented at sone of the islands hotels, including Hotel Mareva Vill age,
Rai at ea Pear| Beach Resort and Hotel H nano.

OTHER PO NTS OF | NTEREST

MAREA TAPUTAPUATEA, RAI ATEA

Marae are open-air dry stone constructions of huge rectangul ar areas paved wth
stones and surrounded by low walls. They were the outdoor tenples of worship and the
nost sacred ground for the ancient Pol ynesians, where, at one tine, human sacrifices
were made. An altar of a pyramd of stones stands at one end with nore stones
standing upright in front of the altar to serve as backrests for those participating
in cerenonies. Inland on the southeast of the island, the remains of Taputapuatea's
ancient site are Raiatea’s nost fanous | andmark and the nost inportant ancient site
I n Polynesia. The open air tenple of seven stone marea was the religious hone to the
Pol ynesi an Maohi .

Apooi ti Marina Conpl ex

Hone to the C ubhouse - touted as the | argest restaurant on Rai atea/ Tahaa - this
marina is one of the nore contenporary attractions in the area. The restaurant's

| arge veranda is the ideal place to enjoy a drink on a warm eveni ng.

NA TE ARA SEASHELL MJSEUM

Apooi ti Bay

M. & Ms. Patrick and Ms. Tipea FESTQU

P. O BOX 540 Uturoa - RAIATEA

Tel ./ Fax. (689) 66. 27. 00




Qpen daily except Sunday from 9:00amto 12: 00 noon, 2:00pmto 5:30pm

Al so | ocated at the Apooiti Marina Conplex, this small, fascinating nuseum boasts a
superb assortnent of preserved flora and fauna indi genous to French Pol ynesia. The
exhibit is a bonanza for wildlife lovers, as it features over 25,000 itens, including
exotic butterflies, shells, coral, turtles, beetles and crustaceans. Relics and

speci nens from Asia and other South Pacific |ocales are al so displayed. Thousands of
shell's, al gae, coral, crabs and undersea fossils from Pol ynesi an archi pel agos and the
entire world, as well as reptiles and insects are on display. Al so on display,
tropical marine aquarium

Faaroa R ver

Wnding its way though valleys, gorges and rainforests, the Faaroa river holds a
nythic place in the history of Rai ateal/ Tahaa. This bal ny green haven, bordered by

W | d hibiscus trees, is the historic site where hundreds of brave Maohi famlies
departed on their mgratory voyages to settle in New Zealand. It is the only

navi gabl e river in Polynesia

Haanene & Hurepiti Bays

These two narrow and fjordli ke passages cut deep into the Tahaa | andscape. Easily
accessi ble by foot, both bays offer stunning panoram c vi stas.



